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GILL  NET  BCK  and  PORTABLE  GILL  NET  DRYER 


Forests  doing  a considerable  amount  of  Lake  and  Stream  Sur- 
vey work,  in  which  the  collection  of  fishes  is  involved,  will  per- 
haps find  the  following  construction  hints  interesting  and  benefi- 
cial: 


Neither  net  boxes  nor  reel  type  driers  are  anything  new,  they 
have  been  used  by  commercial  fishermen  for  as  long  a time  as  gill 
nets  were  used  - probably  centuries.  The  conventional  type  box 
holds  one-half  mile  of  net  and  is  unwieldy  for  use  from  a small  sized 
rowboat.  Likewise,  the  net  reel  of  the  commercial  fisherman  is  large, 
heavy,  and  a permanent  structure  on  which  are  wound  miles  of  net  al- 
most daily. 

At  first  thought,  it  would  seem  as  if  both  net  boxes  and  a 
reel  could  be  dispensed  with  in  the  interest  of  economy  on  small 
scale  operations,  but  the  following  facts  show  that  this  is  not  the 
case: 

It  requires  the  services  of  two  or  three  men  for  fifteen  min- 
utes to  hang  up  a 300’  net  on  trees  and  disentangle  it.  A similar 
period  is  required  to  take  the  dried  net  dovm.  Setting  a net  which 
has  been  carried  in  "any  old  manner”  requires  from  five  to  thirty 
minutes,  depending  upon  hov;  tangled  the  net  has  become  in  the  interim. 
Moreover,  a net  must  be  set  rapidly,  and  generally  under  one  of  the 
follo'wing  conditions:  deep  water,  or  a hi^  wind.  A well  oacked 
net,  set  from  a box,  can  be  laid  out  as  fast  as  a boat  can  be  rov/ed, 
and  even  faster  if  the  "setter”  has  had  some  experience  in  handling 
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nets.  The  total  time  saved  in  each  setting  (including  drying  and 
packing)  is  approximately  one  man  hour  when  the  reel  and  box  com- 
bination is  used. 

A fair  carpenter  can  build  both  the  box  and  reel  in  an  eight 
hour  day. 

The  reel  is  6*  high,  about  7*  long,  and  has  4 drying  arrtis, 
each  arm  2*  apart  from  the  axle  to  the  outer  edge.  Log  bolts  and 
wood  screws  are  used  on  the  braces  so  the  reel  can  be  taken  apart 
in  sections  and  transported  more  readily.  The  sections  consist  of 
2 end  standards,  the  reel  itself,  the  axle  (3/4”  pipe),  and  the 
braces. 


The  net  box  is  solidly  built  to  withstand  rough  handling, 
and  is  put  together  i^vith  brass  woodscrews  to  prevent  rust  damage 
which  would  result  if  iron  nails  or  iron  screws  were  used. 

The  box  as  well  as  all  parts  of  the  reel  which  come  in  di- 
rect contact  with  the  net  should  be  carefully  planed  and  smoothed 
so  no  splinters  can  catch  the  net. 

All  nets  and  seines  should  be  dried  in  the  shade,  never  in 
the  sun,  as  the  action  of  the  sun  deteriorates  a net  far  more  than 
the  actual  use,  A net  should  never  be  allowed  to  lie  damp  on  a hot 
day.  If  the  net  cannot  be  dried  immediately  after  "lifting”,  it 
should  be  kept  in  cool  water,  well  shaded,  until  such  time  as  it  can 
be  put  on  the  reel,  V/ith  care,  a gill  net  or  woven  mesh  seine  will 
give  several  years  of  satisfactory  service. 

Submitted  by 

Eugene  R,  Kuhne. 

Junior  Range  Examiner 

Baldwin  Ranger  District 
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Central  Shop,  Baldvdn,  Mich. 

Repair  for  sagging  doors  on  19S5  Chevrolet  and  CMC  Stake  and  Dump  trucks 
will  save  cabs  door  hinges  and  glass, 

I'o  reniedy  the  sagging  place  a jack  under  the  edge  of  the  cab 
directly  under  the- edge  of  the  hinge  pillar  and  jack  up  until  high 
enough  to  place  about  two  thicknesses  of  brake  lining  or  old  belting 
on  top  of  side  bracket  which  is  riveted  to  frame  at  this  place. 

Floor  board  support  bent  up 


Worn  out  brake  lining  will  do  the  trick  as  it  wears  thin  on  one 
end  and  will  wedge  to  proper  thickness. 

Drill  a 3/8  in  hole  and  bolt  through  the  bracket  and  metal  sill. 
This  keeps  the  wedge  in  place  and  braces  the  cab  floor. 

The  old  cab  bolt  should  not  be  loosened  before  jacking  up  as  the 
sill  should  be  bent  back  up  to  its  proper  place.  To  get  at  the  top  of 
the  sill  to  put  in  new  bolt  pull  two  nails  that  hold  the  sheet  metal  floor 
board  support  to  the  hinge  pillar  and  bend  the  corner  up  out  of  the  way. 
Tighten  all  other  cab  bolts  and  the  doors  will  work  like  nev;. 


Albert  H.  Medendorp 
Shop  Foreman 
Central  Shop  R-9 
Baldwin,  Michigan 
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